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fuss proclaimed their intention of exercising clemency and avoiding
anything in the nature of retaliation; and it was announced that
efforts would be made, by the organization of relief and other means,
to conciliate the great majority of the working class who had had
no share in the fighting. This official organization of relief, however
was suspect in Socialist quarters, where it was regarded merely as an
opportunity for exercising bribery and intimidation.

The immediate sequel to the suppression of the Socialists, so fax
as the internal politics of Austria were concerned, was an acceleration
of the process of transforming a democratic republic into a Fascist
state. No sooner was the fighting over than the Heimwehr were
pressing their demands upon the ChanceEor with renewed vigour.
By the end of February 1934 considerable progress had been made
in the reorganization of the provincial Governments on authoritarian
lines; but in spite of this concession to their views the Heimwehr
continued to make difficulties for the Government, by falling foul of
the other sections of opinion which were represented in the Vater-
landische Front. In the middle of April negotiations between Dr.
DoUfuss and Prince Starhemberg resulted in an agreement for the
reorganization of the Vaterlandische Front which gave the Heim-
wehr and other 'patriotic' associations a recognized place as the
'defence3 subdivision of the Front,1 and which abolished political
parties as such. It was arranged at the same time that Prince
Starhemberg should be given a place in the Government, and in
a reconstitution of the Cabinet which took place on the 1st May he
became Vice-Chancellor in place of Major Fey, who returned to the
post of Minister for Public Security. In a further reconstruction of
the Cabinet on the llth July, 1934, Major Fey handed over the
Ministry for Security once more to Dr. Dollfuss, but he himself
became a Special Commissioner in charge of emergency measures for
the defence of the state, and the total result of the changes was to
strengthen rather than to weaken Heimwehr influence.

Meanwhile, a draft of a new Corporative Constitution had been
submitted to the Chancellor by Dr. Ender early in January 1934;
during March and April this draft was discussed and revised by the
Cabinet; and by the middle of April the new Constitution was ready
for promulgation.2 It was considered necessary, however, that there

1  There were two other subdivisions, organized respectively on a profes-
sional and on a territorial basis.

2  The Constitution of 1920 had proclaimed Austria a democratic republic,
with its right proceeding from the people, but the preamble of the new
Constitution declared that 'in the name of G-od the Almighty, from whom all
right proceeds, the Austrian people receives this Constitution for its Christian